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REi BERLIN 

I WENT TO LUNCH WHICH SOBOLEV GAVE AS SC PRESIDENT TODAY, 
HE GREETED ME AT DOOR AND ASKED ME HOW I WAS. CONVERSATION 
PARAPHRASED AS FOLLOWS: 

LODGE: I AM WORRIED ABOUT THE NEWS FROM MOSCOW WHICH SEEMS TO 
REPRESENT A DANGEROUS STATE OF MIND. I AM AFRAID OF HAZARDOUS 
EVENTS TAKING PLACE. I WONDER WHETHER THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT 
UNDERSTANDS THAT AMERICANS ARE BOTH FIRM AND UNDIVIDED ON THE 
• SUBJECT OF BERLIN. I AM NOT WORRIED ABOUT DANGEROUS INCIDENTS 
IF THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT PROCEEDS ON CORRECT INFORMATION BUT 
I FEAR THEY MISINTERPRET THE INFORMAL AND APPARENTLY CASUAL 
CHARACTER OF DOMESTIC POLITICS AS INDICATING DIVISION. 

l^OBOLEV: I HAVE NOT SEEN THE TEXT OF KHRUSHCHEVtS STATEMENT 
.tfND COULD NOT COMMENT ON IT, BUT I AM SURE THAT KHRUSHCHEV 
NOWS VERY WELL THAT THERE IS NO DIV'SION IN THE UNITED STATES 
W THE SUBJECT OF BERLIN. I BELIEVE MIKOYAN BROUGHT BACK TO 
IOSCOW THE THOUGHT THAT AMERICA IS UNITED ON THAT SUBJECT 
& AGREE THAT THE SOVIET UNION SHOULD UNDERSTAND THE TRUE 
SjTATE OF AFFAIRS IN THE UNITED STATES, BUT THE UNITED STATES 
SjHOULD UNDERSTAND THE TRUE STATE OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOVIET GSldgf 
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:-2- 711, FEBRUARY 26, 5 PM, FROM NEW YORK. 

GERMANY. I UNDERSTAND WHY THE SOVIET UNION, HAVING BEEN 
? DEVASTATED IN WORLD WAR I AND, AGAIN IN WORLD WAR II BY THE 
GERMAN ARMY SHOULD HAVE THESE FEELINGS. 

> SOBOLEV: IF YOU REALLY UNDERSTAND WHY WE FEEL AS WE DO ABOUT '•" 
GERMANY, YOU WOULD UNDERSTAND ALMOST EVERYTHING WE DO. I 
DON'T KNOW WHAT YOU ARE WORRYING ABOUT. WE ARE NOT ABOUT TO SHOOT, 

LODGE: BUT ARE YOU NOT GOING TO BLOCK ROADS AND TAKE STEPS 
OF THAT TYPE? 

SOBOLEV: YOU MUST UNDERSTAND THAT WE DEFINITELY INTEND 

TO GET OUT OF BERLIN. IF THERE ARE NO NEGOTIATIONS AHEAD OF TIME 

THERE WILL BE A VERY SERIOUS SITUATION. 
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LODGE: WHY THEN DON'T YOU HAVE A FOREIGN MINISTERS' MEETING 
TO CONDUCT SUCH NEGOTIATIONS? 

SOBOLEV: THERE SHOULD BE A MEETING AT THE SUMMIT, THEY CAN DO 
MORE THAN A FOREIGN MINISTERS' MEETING CAN DO. IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE PRESS REPORT OF THE KHRUSHCHEV STATEMENT REMEMBER THAT 
THE PRESS EXAGGERATES EVERYTHING. THERE ARE TOO PRESS PEOPLE 
IN MOSCOW v'HO ARE THERE FOR THE MACMILLAN VISIT. THERE ARE FEW 
NEWS SOURCES IN MOSCOW AND THEY SIMPLY MAKE A LOT OF THINGS UP. 
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DURING LUNCH I TALKED TO THE SYG ABOUT THIS CONVERSATION. 
HE BELIEVED THAT THE MOTIVATION FOR KHRUSHCHEV'S STATEMENT 
WAS FACT THAT HE WAS BEING NAGGED UNMERCIFULLY BY EAST 
GERMANS. HE THOUGHT SOBOLEV S INSISTENCE ON SUMMIT MEETING 
WAS DUE TO FACT THAT KHRUSHCHEV WANTED TO COME TO NEW YORK, 
SAYING THAT KHRUSHCHEV HAD CHILDISH STREAK IN HIS NATURE 
AND WAS RESENTFUL AT NOT BEING TAKEN SERIOUSLY EVERYWHERE. 
HE THOUGHT THAT AFTER JOB WHICH NEW YORK POLICE DID IN 
PROTECTING MIKOYAN, THERE WAS NO SIGNIFICANT SECURITY 
RISK IN BRINGING KHRUSHCHEV HERE. 
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